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STAFFORDSHIRE MOORLANDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

SERVICE DELIVERY OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY 
PANEL MEETING

Minutes

WEDNESDAY, 18 JULY 2018
PRESENT: Councillor N Podmore (Chair) 

Councillors J Bull, K Flunder, A Hart, I Herdman, G Lockett, 
I J Lucas, D Price, P Roberts, H Sheldon MBE, R Ward, C Wood 
and P Wood

ALSO PRESENT: Councillor A Forrester – Portfolio Holder for Environment

APOLOGIES: Councillors S Ellis, B Emery and T McNicol

11 NOTIFICATION OF SUBSTITUTE MEMBERS.
There were no substitute members.

12 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING.

DECIDED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Panel held on 23 May 2018 be 
approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

13 URGENT ITEMS OF BUSINESS.
There were none.

14 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:-

No declarations of interests were made.

15 QUESTIONS TO PORTFOLIO HOLDERS.

There were none.

16 STREET CLEANSING - ROBIN CUMMINGS, SERVICE LEAD. 
The Panel received a presentation introduced by Robin Cummings – Service Lead, 
Street Scene, which covered the following -

 Code of Practice on Litter and Refuse
 How the Council meets these standards
 Additional activities 
 Services provided for other teams within the Council and Car Parks
 Deployment of staff and numbers

Councillor Sheldon highlighted an issue with cigarette ends which she felt was a 
design fault of the litter bins, the smell as dog waste in litter bins and the need for 
better sweepers to clean smoking debris from around seating. The officer agreed 
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that the design of the bins could be improved, to reduce odour litter bins were 
emptied frequently and disinfected either once or twice per year. Deoderising blocks 
could be looked into and would check with the team that the blowers were being 
used alongside the channel sweepers. 

Thanks was passed on the street cleansing team for the recent loan of equipment for 
a litter pick in Caverswall. However, it was noted that the team hadn’t been noticed 
in the area or at the ‘Catchems Corner’ area on route to Blythe Bridge. It was 
explained that every road had a frequency for litter picking which varied dependant 
on the location of the road. If members felt that an area was neglected then this 
should be reported and a decision would be made as to whether the frequency of 
litter picking should be increased. Discussion took place around possible advertising/ 
sponsorship of improved bus shelters, dumping of refuse in litter bins and the 
alignment of the schedules for litter picking and grass verge cutting. It was also 
mentioned that Getliffe’s Yard Management had offered 2 litter bins for the town 
centre and this would be followed up. 

The Portfolio Holder for Environment commented on the excellent work the team 
carried out. 

DECIDED: That the presentation be noted.

17 MARKETS UPDATE - TERRY CRAWFORD, VISITOR SERVICES 
MANAGER. 

Terry Crawford, Visitor Services Manager, introduced a presentation to the Panel 
which covered the following subject areas:-

 Background
 Markets Team Structure
 Markets Improvement Plan
 Market Performance
 Future Objectives 

Members from the Biddulph area felt that it was unacceptable for there not to be a 
budget for the market in Biddulph and that there should be a fair distribution of funds 
between the three main towns . The Tourism and Markets Team Leader had met 
with Biddulph Town Council to discuss options to enhance tourism in Biddulph. The 
market was a success, run by volunteers and required assistance with a recent legal 
matter regarding the road closures. The point was also raised that work was 
currently underway to maintain the bus service in Biddulph and the main users of the 
bus service were passengers travelling to and from the market.

Councillor Bull raised a health and safety issue with the stall closest to the car park 
in Cheadle. It was confirmed that this would be looked into with a view to install 
some transparent barriers.

It was also mentioned that the area closest to the monument on Derby Street on 
market day in Leek looked unsightly and this would be looked into by the team. 

Terry Crawford explained that the team was happy to look at new concepts, offer 
support and facilitate markets.  
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DECIDED: That the presentation be received.

18 WORK PROGRAMME 

The Panel considered its Work Programme and agreed the items listed, subject to, 
an update on the Countryside and Parks Management Review being added.

DECIDED: 1)That the Panel’s Work Programme for 2018/19 be agreed, subject to 
the above addition to the programme.

2) For the scope of the Panel to be emailed to all members of the  Panel.

The meeting closed at 8.10 pm

_________________________________Chairman ____________________Date


